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Prakash Nair is a futurist, a visionary planner and architect with Fielding Nair International, one of the world’s leading change agents in school design. He is also the Managing Editor of DesignShare.com which attracts over one million visitors each year. He is the recipient of several international awards including the prestigious CEFPI MacConnell Award, the top honor worldwide for school design.

He has written extensively in leading international journals about school design and educational technology and their connection to established educational research. He is also the author of two guidebooks on school planning including the landmark 2005 publication, The Language of School Design which he co-authored with his partner Randall Fielding.

Prior to co-founding Fielding Nair International, Prakash worked for 10 years as Director of Operations for a multi-billion dollar school construction program for New York City.

In 2003, Prakash completed a project with the University of Wisconsin on a Rockefeller Foundation-funded grant to develop international best practice standards for tomorrow’s schools. He also led the effort to develop a new research-based tool to evaluate the educational effectiveness of schools. This tool, now being tested by schools and governments in the United States, Australia and Singapore will revolutionize the way we look at how school buildings and campuses actually work to support teaching and learning.

Prakash has served as the Northeast Regional President of the Council of Educational Facility Planners International and serves on the ICOPE Task Force — New York City’s Independent Commission on Public Education.

Prakash Serves as a Managing Principal on several projects scattered around the world. He has served as a school planning and design consultant, presenter and/or keynote speaker for clients in Australia (five states), Canada, Cayman Islands, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, New Zealand, Qatar, Singapore, Thailand, The Netherlands, Spain, U.A.E., U.K. and the United States (19 states).

By staying current with the research as well as national and international social, economic and cultural trends, Prakash is always able to bring best practice thinking from many disciplines and fields to bear on education-related problems and projects. This approach has helped education clients save millions of dollars while still achieving or exceeding their schedule and quality expectations.

Prakash’s signature talent lies in his ability to communicate his passion for a new approach to education across the globe. He has consistently built strong partnerships with local firms, helped client communities visualize their future, built consensus for uniquely tailored solutions, and helped execute them successfully.

AWARDS
· Prakash Nair is the winner of the coveted MacConnell Award, the world’s top honor for school planning and design. Altogether, his projects have won have won seven international awards: Reece Community High School in Tasmania, Australia, Millennium High School in New York City, Canning Vale High School in Perth, Western Australia;  Pathways World School in New Delhi, India; TakingITGlobal - worldwide youth centers.

· New York City Urban Fellowship – Competitive award limited to 20 students nationwide.

· Distinguished Service Award 2001 and 2004, Council of Educational Facility Planners International.

· Summer Study Scholarship, Government of Norway.

· Valedictorian, Architectural Graduating Class of 1979, Hyderabad, India.

EDUCATION

· Master of Urban Planning, City University of New York, 1982

· Master of Architecture, University of Illinois, 1980

· Master of Community and Regional Planning, Iowa State University, Graduate Coursework 1981.

LICENSES


· Licensed Architect, New York State since 1991

· Recognized Education Facilities Planner (REFP) since 1998 

PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC ACTIVITIES


· Past-President, Council of Educational Facility Planners International (CEFPI), Northeast Region

· Founder and Past-President, Urban Educational Facilities for the 21st Century

· Project Director, Great Schools NJ, A Rockefeller Foundation Initiative

· President, Fielding/Nair International
· Member, CEFPI 1994-2003

· Advisory Board Member and Columnist, School Construction News

· Juror, Awards 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004 – International School
 
Design Competition sponsored by Designshare.com

· Instructor, University of Wisconsin, Madison for following courses:

· Planning Successful Schools for Today and Tomorrow

· Designing Better Schools With Technology

· Managing Editor, DesignShare.com


PUBLICATIONS, CONSULTING and SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS


· The Language of School Design, With Randall Fielding. Published May 2005.
· Articles on school planning and design published nationally and internationally including: Education Week, School Business Affairs, New England Board of Higher Education’s “Connection”, Schools for Life (UK), School Planning and Management, CEFPI’s Educational Facility Planner, School Construction News, OECD’s PEB Exchange (Paris), Florida Education Technology Corporation’s Connections, TASBO Report (Texas) and US Department of Education’s NCEF Digest 

· Work published extensively on the Internet. See several articles at:
http://fieldingnair.com/2004/Publications/Publications.html
· School planning consulting, seminars/workshops and keynote addresses for (partial list): Council of Educational Facility Planners International; OECD (Paris) Programme on Education Building; US Department of Education; The American School Boards Association; IBM ThinkPad University; KnowledgeWorks Foundation; University of Wisconsin; Baruch College, New York; the American Institute of Architects; The American Architectural Foundation; The National School Boards Association; The National Academy Foundation; Armstrong Industries; HLW International; Ohio Schoolnet; The Ohio School Facilities Commission; The Education Law Center in NJ; The Public Education Institute at Rutgers University; Florida Educational Technology Corporation; Cutler-Orosi School District in California; Wake County School District, North Carolina; Broward County School District, Florida; Western Australia School Libraries Association; Ministry of Education, UAE; Ministry of Education, Singapore; Association of Heads of Independent Schools of Australia; Learning Education Technology Australia (LETA); the Departments of Education in New South Wales, Tasmania, Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia; and the Ministry of Education in New Zealand.
