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23 February 2010 
 
 
 
Mr. Henry Ahking 
Manager of Facilities Development, Vancouver School Board 
1580 West Broadway 
Vancouver, BC V6J 5K8 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Ahking 
 

Re: Letter of Reference ‐ Fielding Nair International  
 
It is with great pleasure that I provide this letter of reference for Randy Fielding and the FNI 
Team.   
 
Regina Public Schools (RPS) has been working with FNI for approximately 3 years.   At that 
time  RPS  had  just  completed  a  10  Year  Renewal  Plan  and  was  in  the  process  of 
implementing  its unique Structural Innovation educational initiative.   FNI was contacted as 
we had seen their  innovative approach to the design of educational facilities and we were 
interested in their ability to think beyond the traditional ‘cells and bells’ model. 

FNI was retained to lead a community consultation process to develop conceptual designs for 4 
replacement  elementary  schools.    Randy  Fielding  and  his  team  demonstrated  their  unique 
ability  to  listen  in a warm and respectful manner  to  the stakeholders during  the consultation 
phase while still responding to the functional requirements of RPS.  Randy’s ability to work with 
the  community and draw out  their  ideas and gain  consensus  is a  special  talent.   Two of  the 
elementary schools  involved  the merger of 2  school populations  (i.e. only 1  school would be 
built) which necessitated a site selection.  The site selection process was a very sensitive issue 
within  the  two  school  communities  and  required  skillful management.    FNI’s  skilled  team of 
professionals  demonstrated  extreme  patience  and  a  genuine  sensitivity  to  the  needs  and 
concerns of the Community and addressed them with creative solutions.   At the conclusion of 
the Schematic Design presentations,  it became apparent that the FNI team had appropriately 
transformed  the  excitement,  creativity  and  functionality  that  was  evident  during  the 
consultations with designs that exceeded everyone’s expectations. 



I would  like  to  extend my  unqualified  recommendation  to  your  school  board  of  the  FNI 
team.     Please feel free to call me; I would be pleased to discuss our experiences with you 
further. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Ron Christie BID, REFP 
General Manager, Educational Facilities 
306.523.3081 





Cecelia W. Krill, Ph.D. 
8404 Academy Street8404 Academy Street8404 Academy Street8404 Academy Street    
Vienna, VA 22180Vienna, VA 22180Vienna, VA 22180Vienna, VA 22180----6846684668466846    

    

(703) 645-8880      cwkrill@gmail.com 
 
 
 
RE: Reference for Fielding Nair International 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Prior to my retirement last month from Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) as Cluster 

III Assistant Superintendent, I had the privilege to work with Prakash Nair, President of 

Fielding Nair International (FNI), for over one year to plan the extensive renovation of 

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology (TJHSST). TJHSST is a 

Virginia Governor’s School serving approximately 1800 students representing six 

regional school divisions. It is a comprehensive high school but has a highly competitive 

admissions process and requires additional coursework in the sciences and technology to 

earn the rigorous 26 credits for the TJHSST diploma. Students must conduct original 

research through one of 13 specialized labs in the school, often in conjunction with 

universities and research institutions throughout the Washington, D.C., area.  

 

The school has unique curricular and facilities needs that made architectural planning a 

challenge in looking for a renovation that would, in essence, recreate the facility to meet 

current curriculum as well as future goals of the school mission. The Fielding Nair 

International team provided the expertise and vision that were needed to engage all 

stakeholders, broaden the conversations beyond today’s school and envision a building 

that would be adaptable and viable over the next 40-50 years. That team included Prakash 

Nair as Principal-in-Charge; Isaac Williams, Jennifer Lamar and Bert Taylor as senior 

designers; and Chris Hazleton as senior education consultant.  

 

The FNI team spent lead time at the school several days to ensure that they understood 

the school, its curriculum requirements and instructional patterns, and the visions of 

stakeholders, especially students, parents, teachers, school administrators, central office 

leaders and School Board members. Meetings were held with all groups and electronic 

surveys were created to generate a holistic picture of what was viewed as essential. 

 

In addition, the FNI team met via WebEx Video Conference sessions as often as needed 

with smaller groups as the conceptual designs were developed and then to respond to 

questions and explain each design that was created to address the school’s vision. They 

worked extremely well with local architects and the design and construction department 

of FCPS. In short, the FNI team was a partner as well as a leader in moving the group to a 

consensus for the renovation design that will meet current and future needs. 

 



The team also created a very impressive front entrance and open foyer area in the design 

that reflect the science and technology focus of the school. Spaces for teaching and 

learning will be flexible and varied to promote collaborative group work, large group 

instruction and subgroup organization into “families” for a variety of learning 

experiences.  

 

The FNI team and Prakash Nair individually are professional, creative and visionary. 

They are also agile in their thinking to incorporate unique needs of the school in their 

design work. I highly recommend Fielding Nair International to you without reservation.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Cecelia W. Krill 

 

Cecelia W. Krill, Ph.D.  


