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Community gets look at design for 
new Erie pre-K-8 campus 
Heatherwood's Brent Caldwell named as new principal 

By Amy Bounds 
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An artist's rending of Boulder Valley School District's new pre-K-8 school in Erie is shown. (Boulder Valley School 
District / Courtesy photo) 
Caldwell (Boulder Valley School District / Courtesy photo) 

Walking into Boulder Valley's new pre-K-8 in Erie, students will pass the offices and 
land in the "heart," a cafeteria and gathering space designed to look like a cafe with 
views of the mountains. 

The cafeteria connects outside, to a courtyard and amphitheater, or up a wide, 
carpeted staircase that doubles as more seating to the second floor's curiosity 
center, or library, and a small "treehouse" space. 

Around those main features are learning communities of about 150 students each 
that group together preschool and kindergarten, first- and second-grades, third- and 
fourth-grades, fifth- and sixth-grades, and seventh- and eighth-grades. 



Those learning communities include four classroom spaces, two small group spaces 
and two flexible studios that could be used for science, maker spaces or other 
projects. There's also music spaces and a gym. 

"We hope that this will be a really inspiring space for students," said Isaac Williams, 
principal at architectural consulting firm Fielding Nair International. 

The community got a sneak peek Monday at the design plans for the new Erie 
school set to open in the fall of 2017 on 15 acres in the Flatiron Meadows 
neighborhood. The site is adjacent to an eight-acre city park site. 

The district also announced Monday that Brent Caldwell, now the principal at 
Boulder's Heatherwood Elementary, will lead the new school. 

Caldwell will start his new assignment in July and spend the 2016-17 school year 
getting the new school ready to open. 

"My job over the next year is to take my vision and make it our vision," he said at 
Monday's meeting. "This is the opportunity to create the premier educational facility 
in North America. It's going to be an amazing place." 

The new school will be Boulder Valley's first in Erie. Now, Erie students are assigned 
to attend Lafayette Elementary and Angevine Middle School. 

The 100,000-square-foot campus, designed for 750 students, is expected to cost 
about $40 million and is part of the district's $576.5 million construction package that 
was approved by voters in 2014. 

Design details include lots of sliding doors to open or close up spaces, small group 
spaces and a focus on daylight, fresh air and energy efficiency. 

In the curiosity center, there's space not just for books but also video production, 3D 
printing and a digital lab. 

"We really want to think about different zones of space," Williams said. 

The learning community design, officials said, also reflects a trend away from a 
teacher "owning" a single classroom to teachers working more collaboratively. Each 
learning community area includes a collaborative teacher work space. 

Response to the design from the parents packed into the meeting room at the Erie 
Community Center on Monday was generally positive, though there were some 
questions about security and distractions given the openness of the design. 



Linda Blaustein, who lives in Erie and has a second-grader and a fourth-grader at 
Lafayette Elementary, said she attended a previous design meeting and likes that 
the design reflects community input. 

"They really are listening," she said. "We are excited for the new school. It seems 
like they've really put a lot of thought into it." 

Aaron Marcus, who has a 7-year-old and 4-year-old, said he and his wife — a 
teacher in Superior — bought a home in the Flatiron Meadows neighborhood 
because of the plans to open a school there. 

"The design is great," he said. "It's a beautiful location." 

He added that he was relieved that construction is moving forward. 

Because of a the possibility of oil and gas drilling on an adjacent property, the district 
considered looking for another location and delaying opening. 

But the school board decided last month to go forward at the current site after 
hammering approved an agreement with Anadarko Petroleum Corp. The agreement 
sets conditions that include drilling only when the school isn't occupied. 
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