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New building will be ready for students in August 2017 
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Fifth graders from Emerald Elementary prepare to... (Jennifer Rios / Enterprise Staff) 

Emerald Elementary School is one step closer to becoming a home fit for Dragons. 

When architects needed a drainage system in front of the school, students dubbed 
the future dry creek bed, with a wooden foot bridge, a moat. 

Once a new school building is constructed, a gas fireplace will face the library and 
entrance to the school — another nod to the school's mascot. 

"Fire is our moto," Principal Samara Williams said Wednesday after a ground 
breaking ceremony. "So it just goes perfectly with that." 

Students, families, Boulder Valley School District officials and contractors were on 
the northwest side of the existing school Wednesday to watch as the first mounds of 
dirt were shoveled. 

Swinterton Builders expect to begin preparing the ground by June 13, pending final 
permit approval. The new building will be ready for students in August 2017, Project 
Manager Tim Dolezal said. 

Emerald's gym, which was built in 2009 , will be incorporated into the new school 
design, but will remain empty during the upcoming school year. 

Emerald, which was the first Broomfield school built in 1958, is made largely of 
cinder block, has no air conditioning unit and an "archaic and loud and dusty" 
heating unit. It's also in need of a new roof, which would have cost several million 
dollars, Williams said. 

When the district looked at deferred maintenance, they found it was more cost 
effective to replace the old building, she said. Emerald runs the summer program for 
BVSD schools in Broomfield, and "it's miserable." 



"I have teachers who buy ice and put a fan going over the ice," she said. "We'll have 
classrooms in August that will be 105 degrees for the whole day. 

Parents, community members, teachers and students from every grade level helped 
during "Discovery Visits" and were able to have a say in what they wanted in their 
building. 

BVSD hired Fielding Nair International, architects and educators who help design 
facilities, to learn about the school's values and assist RB+B with the design. 

Focus, integrity, respect and empathy, or FIRE, is a phrase used to keep students on 
track on school, Williams said. 

At the groundbreaking, music teacher Diana Sorbo led the group in "construction 
songs," including "Learning Ring of Fire" — a spin on a popular Johnny Cash hit. 

Emerald currently has 410 students, Williams said, and the new facility will be built 
for 450. 

The new school came about as part of the district's Capital Improvement Plan in 
2013 when staff worked with the community to identify needs, said Susan Cousins, 
bond communication specialist with BVSD. 

In the summer of 2014 the BVSD Board of Education approved the bond, which went 
to voters that November. Residents passed the $576.5 million bond — the largest 
school bond in Colorado history, Cousins said. 

The bond was intended to fund capital improvements at all 55 of the district schools 
in the next few years after it passed. Emerald, Birch Elementary School and 
Broomfield Heights Middle School were chosen for the first round of projects. 

The building will be just over 6,200 square feet, Dolezal said, which is nearly 
identical in size to the current school. Summer 2017 is when they plan to demolish 
the old building and use that space for playground, parking lots and grading. 

Classrooms will be built to accommodate a larger lecture-style environment, but also 
include partitions for small-group activities. The building will have more energy 
efficient features, helping to save money on electric bills. 

Windows are planned to allow more natural light and "the hearth is warm and 
inviting," Dolezal said, which is part of the Dragon vision. 
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